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Changes of Seam in the Transformation of the Structure of Cheongsam

LIU Yuhong
(Ethnic Costume Museum, Beijing Institute of Fashion Technology, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract ; Researches on cheongsam are always focused on the rich and frequent changes of styles. However, the very thing
that decides its cultural attribute is the basic garment structure. Since its appearance, cheongsam has experienced three
stages of gradual transformation from the traditional Chinese plane structure to the western 3 dimensional structure; the
process can be clearly divided by the quantity of seams on the body of the garment. First, traditional Cheongsam has flat
shoulder, kimonogipao sleeve and middle seaming. Second, cheongsam has been made with bold innovation on the base on
the Chinese structure in 1930s; the cancelation of middle seam in the garment piece during this period has a very important

significance. Third, cheongsam is finally cut for the shoulder seam and enters the stage of western cutting for which it

completely gets rid of Chinese tradition on the structure of garment. Looking at the westernization for the transformation of

cheongsam structure from the change of garment seam, it reflects the process of gambling between the west and east cultural
traditions.

Key words: cheongsam, plane structure, kimono sleeve of flat shoulder, middle seam
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Fig.1 'Melodies of cheongsam"
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Fig.3 Three stages of the evolution of cheongsam pattern
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Fig.4 Traditional and the republic of China$ flag robe in national clothing museum
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Fig.5 Schematic diagram of cutting and discharging of traditional cheongsam
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Fig. 6 Improved cheongsam collected by Ethnic Costume Museum
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Fig.9 Modern cheongsam and its pattern in Ethnic Costume Museum
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